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A Rocha was founded in 1983, and work was 
initially based in the Portuguese Algarve, 
where the first field study centre opened in 
1986. 

A Rocha is Portuguese for ‘The Rock’. 

The founders, Peter and Miranda Harris, 
created a Christian conservation organisation 
to give practical expression to two 
convictions: 

• it is a completely normal part of the 
Christian life to care for the environment; 

• values, beliefs are too seldom talked about 
when in fact they are fundamental. 

 

 



A Rocha's modus operandi is based on 
five guiding principles:  

• Christian,  

• Conservation,  

• Community,  

• Cooperation, and  

• Cross-Cultural 
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Eco Church’s vision is to create a vast 
network of churches across England 
and Wales which care for the 
environment. 
 
A Rocha UK runs Eco Church: an award 
scheme for churches in England and 
Wales at Bronze, Silver and Gold level. 
The scheme suggests ways to express 
care for God’s world through worship, 
teaching, lifestyle changes and 
community engagement.  
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Our forest conservation work across Africa is a 
witness to the incredible pressure the  

environment is currently under globally. 
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A Rocha Ghana is at the heart of the  
International campaign to save the Atewa 

forest 



Faith in the Forest: Exploring the Role of Faith-Based Relationships  
in the Conservation of the Dakatcha Woodland, Kenya 

By Peter Rowe 
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Background and Research Questions 

Three bodies of literature informed this research:  

•Faith-based development- understudied1,2,3 

•Faith-based conservation- underutilised4,5 

•Relationships in conservation/development work- 
underappreciated6 

From these three literatures, three questions:  

•How do faith-based relationships between A Rocha 
Kenya (ARK) and churches/communities materialise? 

•How are faith-based relationships between ARK and 
churches/communities maintained? 

•How are faith-based relationships between ARK and 
churches/communities mobilised?  
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Materialisation, 
Maintenance, 
Mobilisation 

Materialisation 

Maintenance 

Mobilisation  

• Proximity and Diversity 
• ARK staff emphasised the importance of “presenting 

ourselves as brothers and sisters in Christ” and 
wanting to “share with you what God has put in our 
hearts”7 

 

• Sermon series, Bible study, “friendship work”8 

• Relationships or friendships? 

• Short-term: Farming God’s Way (FGW) 
• Long-term: Christian conservation ethic 
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“Converse” Expectations in the 
Dakatcha Woodland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“the community knows us, they don’t know the 
donor…they see us as the donor, the person with the 
money, and they also have their own expectations of 
the NGO [ARK]. So…sometimes you get into a place 
where the expectations of the donor and the 
expectations of the …community, are completely 
converse…”7  
 

 
o Integrated conservation and development 

programmes often come with a material benefit 
(e.g.  PES9, safari contracts10) 

 

o However, this is counterposed to the mission of 
the ARK, who endeavor to promote FGW as a 
means of ultimately conserving the Dakatcha 
Woodland, an act which should be done out of 
reverence for God’s creation11 
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Challenges 
and Future 
Research  

•Trying not to render technical 
the process of relationship 
building12 

•Positionality and Neutrality- 
“…be involved or perish”13 

Challenges:  

•Interviews with individual 
participants and communities of 
faith  

•Expectations and decision 
making in faith-based 
conservation and development 

Future Research:  
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A Rocha responds to the global crisis of 
biodiversity loss through:  

• Ecological monitoring and research in 
areas of high value for wildlife 

• Practical measures for conserving and 
restoring habitats and their fauna and 
flora 

• Encouraging appreciation of nature 
and participation in its conservation, 
through environmental education and 
community outreach 

• Providing a forum for understanding 
the relevance of the Christian faith to 
environmental issues. 
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