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‘New conservationists’

Anthropocentric conservation
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The ‘new conservation’ debate

The debate had been quite polarising, characterised 
as you’re either ‘new’ or ‘traditional’

There was also a strong bias towards North America 
and senior white males in this debate

We wondered what conservation practitioners 
around the world thought about the issues



Your turn…



WHICH TYPE OF 
CONSERVATIONIST IS 
YOUR PERSONALITY? 

TAKE THE FUTURE OF 
CONSERVATION SURVEY!



Future of Conservation survey

Launched April 2017

38 Likert statements

~ 20, 000 responses



Dimensions of conservation thought



Dimensions of conservation thought





• Could these ideas be at all helpful 

Been used by ~30 
organisations around the 
world

Used in 80-100 classrooms 
around the world



Debates about the ‘future of 
conservation’ were abstract and 
unlinked to any place…

Could a method like this which 
characterises perspectives, then 
enables their deliberation, help with 
facilitating more productive 
conversations about change in real 
landscapes?



Societal needs from land are 
changing…

…can environmental social science 
contribute to a more productive 
conversation about change?
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20,000 respondents (WTs 
members)

Nationally representative 
sample of UK public also



Educational study
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