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Who I am, what I do.

I am a forestry trained woodland conservationist. RESEARCH

4] A

Former forestry academic, now a policy wonk! : 1 N
\ . : ) »" EVIDENCE “*,
Wonk: 'a person who takes an enthusiastic or excessive : /7 \\ s
interest in the specialized details of a particular subject : :
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

1. What percentage of Scotland is covered by woodland/forest?

. 9%

199, Scotland has 19% woodland cover
29%

. 39%

. 49%
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https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2025/09/FS2025 Ch1-68d4f71b97f6f.pdf
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https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/2dee6e93-1988-4659-aa89-

30dd20b43b15/content/FRA-2025/forest-extent-and-change.html#forest-area

Proportion of land forested (%): ©'0-10 ®11-30 M31-50 MW51-70 MW71-100 No data
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

2. Is Scotland self-sufficient in food?

T QO 0 T o

. Yes
. Probably Scotland is probably self-sufficient in

Probabl ¢ indigenous food (the food it can grow
robably no itself), but probably not overall.

. NO
. Don’t know

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40066-024-00486-0
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

Table 1 Self-sufficiency ratio of major food commaodities in Scotland (percentages)

Year Wheat Barley Oats Potatoes Poultry Lamb Beef Pork Dairy Eggs

2003 103.5 1486 3043 1312 956 91.9 1235 358 1184 75.7

2004 1084 156.0 2113 126.0 986 101.1 136.3 366 1156 75.7 sy
2005 103.3 133.8 232.1 121.1 96.1 91.1 1406 348 111.1 782 m
2006 1165 152.5 233.7 1416 836 95.1 148.1 355 117 76.0 food commodities

2007 117.5 147.9 199.9 1367 826 80.3 1406 359 106.6 78.1

2008 11838 160.1 202.1 1340 773 101.3 157.4 36.1 107.7 746

2009 97.1 1385 244.7 1388 793 1003 1382 285 106.0 8758

2010 117 133.0 1774 1337 748 100.8 157.9 279 101.6 86.0

2011 1268 154.7 2284 1305 87.8 1245 148.2 318 1106 107.8

2012 989 164.1 2036 1006 71.2 86.7 129.2 26.2 106.0 893

2013 103.2 157.6 3238 1236 86.3 108.0 146.5 15.5 107.3 959

2014 1340 149.1 226.8 127.0 73.9 107.8 149.7 15.3 1233 113.7

2015 1194 144.2 243.0 114.7 64.4 1166 154.1 16.5 1089 110.5 MBMC =

2016 100.0 2242 2140 1228 62.6 81.2 140.1 14.7 1024 129.0 |

2017 92.5 2112 173.7 1308 85.6 102.5 165.3 15.2 1293 146.0

2018 65.2 180.5 149.3 1284 654 100.2 147.2 199 1155 155.7 https://link.springer.com
2019 1107 2682 2162 130.5 673 1085 1635 209 1194 1499 [article/10.1186/s40066
Mean 107.5 166.1 2226 127.8 79.5 99.9 146.3 263 1118 1018 -024-00486-0
Standard deviation 155 36.1 429 9.7 14 1.7 114 88 75 282

Coefficient of variation 145 217 19.3 76 143 1.7 78 335 6.7 277

Own computation based on Scottish government data and Family Food statistics
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

3. How dependent is Scotland on imported wood?

. 0% Scotland produces at least as much wood as it uses, < 0%
. 20%
40%
. 60%
. 80%

™ QO 0 T o

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-
09-11-2022?meeting=13975&i0b=126642
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

'The UK as a whole is the world’s second-largest
importer of sawn timber and timber products. As much
as 80 per cent of demand is being met by imported
timber, which comes mostly from the European Union.
Each year in Scotland, we sustainably harvest
around 7 million cubic metres of timber from our
forests, which is roughly the same volume of
timber as we use.’

Mairi McAllan, Forestry Minister, Scottish Government,
Forestry (Contribution to Net Zero) debate,
9th November 2022.

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-
09-11-2022?meeting=13975&i0b=126642
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

4. How dependent will Scotland be on imported wood in
future?

. 0% Scotland should produce more wood than it uses, i.e. < 0%
. 20%
40%
. 60%
. 80%

™ O 0 T o

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/national-forest-inventory/how-our-woodlands-might-change-over-time-nfi-
forecast-reports/#softwood
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

Table 3. 50-year forecast of softwood availability, average annual volumes

,

Forecast period ;. 1ime (000 m? obs) | Volume (000 m3 obs) | Volume (000 m? obs)
Scotland

2027-31 4,008 8,097 7 12,105
2032-36 3,501 10,195 7 13,696
2037-41 2,845 9,862 7 12,707
2042-46 2,458 7,033 7 9,491
2047-51 2,724 5,078 7 7,802
2052-56 2,764 5,436 5 8,199
2057-61 2,687 6,173 5 8,860
2062-66 2,471 9,129 4 11,600
2067-71 2,047 5,674 5 7,721
2072-76 1,799 6,297 4 8,096

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/national-forest-inventory/how-our-woodlands-might-change-over-time-nfi-
forecast-reports/#softwood
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

5. What percentage of Scotland is covered by native woodland?

. 3%

6%  Scotland has 6% native woodland cover
9%

. 12%

. 15%

™ QO 0 T o

https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2021/8/19/fd352596-863e-4e0f-9a5e-84af26856d74-
1#8ada7f35-9a82-4b27-b49c-f71def059aa8.dita
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

'‘The area of Scottish native woodland (woodland where over
50% of the canopy is composed of native species such as
birch, rowan, hazel, oak, scots pine, juniper, alder, willow,
and ash) amounts to 32% of the total woodland area.

/7

https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2021/8/19/fd352596-863e-4e0f-9a5e-84af26856d74-
1#8ada7f35-9a82-4b27-b49c-f71def059aa8.dita
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

6. Should we use Scotland or UK data?

Forestry is devolved.

the people of Scotland have returned the largest pro-independence
majority ever elected to the Scottish Parliament; believes this majority
affirms a clear mandate that decisions about Scotland’s future are best
taken in Scotland and that mandate must be respected; calls on the UK
Government to make a Section 30 order under the Scotland Act 1998
to devolve the powers to the Scottish Parliament to hold a

referendum on Scottish independence’
John Swinney, First Minister,

Independence Referendum
26t May 2026

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-
26-05-2026?meeting=20161&i0b=222904
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

7. How and where should we restore and expand the
woodlands we need for biodiversity?

1. Marginal land for agriculture.

2. Buffer zones around Ancient Woodlands (and to connect them).
3. Caledonian pinewood.

4. Scotland’s rainforest.

5. All of the above.
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

7. So, what do we want (ScotLink, including RSPB)?

'‘Ring-fence at least 50% of forestry grants to support
native woodland restoration and expansion through
measures like sustainable herbivore management to
support the return of nature-rich woodlands across the
nation. At least 9,000ha of new native woodland
should be created annually until 2045 with natural
colonisation as the default woodland establishment
approach in buffer zones around Ancient Woodlands.”’

https://www.scotlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/LINK-Manifesto-Digital-Artwork.pdf
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The Trees, Woods and Forests Pub Quiz

8. What else do we want (ScotLink, including RSPB)?

‘Improve the impact of productive forestry by ring-fencing a
further 25% of forestry grants to initiate a sustained
transition to more resilient, nature-friendly forestry design
and management practices. Taking steps to increase the diversity
of trees grown and the proportion of commercial forestry kept
under continuous cover would make a significant contribution to
the richness and resilience of biodiversity supported in Scotland’s
economically productive forests.”’

https://www.scotlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/LINK-Manifesto-Digital-Artwork.pdf
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ow and where should Scotland restore and expand
the woodlands we need for biodiversity?
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Andrew Weatherall
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